Excerpt from Martin Luther King’s 
Letter from Birmingham Jail.
5th grade version

All laws that allow segregation are unfair because they hurt people’s hearts and minds. Segregation makes those in charge feel like they are better than others, while it makes those who are treated unfairly feel less important.

Using ideas from the philosopher Martin Buber, segregation creates an "I-It" relationship, where people are seen as objects instead of real individuals. This is not good for anyone.

Because segregation is harmful in many ways—politically, economically, and socially—it is also wrong and goes against what is right.  It is morally wrong and sinful. Everyone deserves to be treated with respect and dignity.

