

Gullah Skit
	Characters
	Assigned to

	Vandi
· Grandfather of Tamba, Isata, and Fatimata
	 

	Sorie
· Father
	 

	Kadiatu
· Mother
	 

	Tamba
· Son of Sorie and Kadiatu
	 

	Isata
· Daughter of Sorie and Kadiatu
	 

	Fatimata
· Daughter of Sorie and Kadiatu
	 

	Narrator 1
	 



	Narrator 2
	 





	 
	Scene I

	Narrator 1
	The Gullah are a close-knit community that has upheld cultural traditions and customs through centuries.

	Narrator 2
	Because they were partially isolated in the Deep South, they were able to maintain their values despite changes the in the greater society of the United States.

	Narrator 1
	Today some of the Gullah families have moved away from their roots in the South, but still visit for important events.

	Narrator 2
	Even if they move away as they grow up, Gullah people have a strong tie to their distinct culture.

	Sorie
	Kadiatu, dear, it’ll be so good to see Grandfather again. Sometimes, I wish we hadn’t moved away when we got married.

	Kadiatu
	I agree. I miss the strong community we had in Georgia, but remember, we moved away so we could find bigger opportunities than rice farming.

	Sorie
	It’s a shame this is the first time the children will be experiencing Gullah culture. Tamba was here when he was very little, but I doubt he remembers anything.

	Kadiatu
	At least they’re returning now. I know, Vandi, your father will welcome them warmly. Our Gullah family has always been a warm, inviting group of people.

	Tamba
	When do we get to see Grandfather?

	Sorie
	Soon, son. Do you remember him at all?

	Tamba
	A little bit. I do remember eating a lot of rice though.

	Kadiatu
	(laughing) Yes, that is distinctive of Gullah culture. We have a diet based primarily on rice.

	Isata
	But why, Mommy? Why do the Gullah eat so much rice?

	Sorie
	That’s a long history lesson, but we’ve got the time.

	Fatimata
	Please tell us.

	Sorie
	OK. Well, you learned in school all about how, in the South, they used slave labor, our ancestors, to work the farms and plantations. During the 1700s, the American colonists in South Carolina and Georgia realized land there was ideal for growing rice. It was moist and semitropical. The problem was the British had no experience with rice.

	Kadiatu
	So they sent for enslaved Africans who knew how to plant, harvest, and process the crop. In Africa, there was a rice-growing region that included Sierra Leone down to Liberia, so British planters specifically wanted slaves from this region.

	Isata
	Is that why all the enslaved Africans in South Carolina and Georgia are from Sierra Leone?

	Sorie
	Well, they weren’t all from there, but most were. Unlike other enslaved communities, the many in South Carolina and Georgia were from the same African region, meaning they all had similar cultural traditions. 

	Tamba
	Is that why my grandfather tried to teach me some language based on the Sierra Leone Krio?

	Kadiatu
	Exactly, and that’s why where your Grandfather still lives, in the heart of Gullah country, we still speak an English-based Creole language that has bits taken from our African languages. Your names also come from our African languages.

	Fatimata
	Didn’t you tell us Grandfather can even tell us stories in the Mende language?

	Sorie
	If you ask him nicely. Speaking of him, here he is! Father!

	Vandi
	Ah, my family! Welcome home! So, these are my grandchildren whom I have not seen in so long! The young ladies probably don’t even remember me!

	Tamba
	I remember you! I remember you telling us stories about Gullah culture!

	Vandi
	Ah, I have many. Do you know why our ancestors were able to preserve so much of their culture? 

	Isata
	No, Grandfather. Why?

	Vandi
	The enslaved Gullah had a different situation than most slaves in the South. They had very little contact with white people, and there were so many of them in isolated areas that they could continue their African cultural traditions. 

	Sorie
	Even after slavery ended, the Gullah continued to grow rice here on the isolated coastline, still with little contact from whites.

	Fatimata
	Don’t you now have to give in to modern culture?

	Vandi
	(laughing) If that’s what you call it, yes. Because the rice economy failed in the 1900s, the Gullah were left to fend for themselves, and many looked to move away from our community to find success elsewhere.

	Tamba
	Where did they go?

	Vandi
	Oh, they went to other parts of the United States. They found other jobs. However, even though some of us have moved away — like you — we are still Gullah. We still have a distinctive culture, no matter how much modern American popular culture tries to influence us.

	Kadiatu
	True, for you are no longer completely isolated, are you, Father?

	Vandi
	No, we are not. As long as we still have our strong cultural heritage and our loved ones always return to us, then we will be Gullah. So, shall we go inside?

	Isata
	Grandfather, why is your door painted blue?

	Vandi
	That is an old Gullah belief.

	Sorie
	Do you remember I told you about that? Gullah paint their windows and doors blue to ward off witches and evil spirits.

	Fatimata
	What is that woman on the side of the road selling, Father?

	Kadiatu
	She is selling traditional, hand-woven baskets. Aren’t they beautiful?

	Narrator 1
	The children are ushered inside their grandfather’s house. For the first time, they witnessed many of the arts of Gullah.

	Tamba
	Grandfather, your home is beautifully decorated! I love the clay pots on your mantel and the old wooden mortar and pestle.

	Kadiatu
	I love the beautiful palm leaf brooms. I miss mine from when I grew up as a child!

	Isata
	Why are there so many wood carvings?

	Vandi
	The Gullah are known for their traditional wood carvings; even today, the village men continue to do so. They make elaborate grave monuments, human figures, and walking sticks similar to this one.

	Kadiatu
	Do the women still sew quilts?

	Vandi
	For many, that is their sole income. So, children, are you ready to eat? I have cooked you a feast!

	Fatimata
	Of rice?

	Vandi
	(laughing) Of course, there will be rice, but not only rice! The Gullah have a rich cuisine. We have our traditional rice and greens and rice and okra. However, I also made some red rice to serve with a gumbo of okra, fish, tomatoes, and hot peppers.

	Sorie
	Did you make your famous boiled corn paste in leaves?

	Vandi
	Absolutely! Just for you!

	Narrator 2
	At that moment, the family heard a drum in the distance.

	Isata
	Grandfather, what is that noise?

	Vandi
	That is the sound of a drum, letting everyone in the village know that someone has died. Sorie, can you please turn the mirrors to the wall?

	Tamba
	Why do you do that?

	Kadiatu
	It is believed the corpse will be reflected if we do not.

	Fatimata
	What happens at a Gullah funeral?

	Sorie
	That is another tradition brought from Africa. The funeral party takes the body to the cemetery but waits at the gate to ask permission from the ancestors to enter. Then they dance around the grave, singing and praying.

	Kadiatu
	I remember they also smash bottles and dishes over the gravesite to break the chain of death in the family.

	Isata
	What happens after that?

	Vandi
	Then, they eat! A huge meal is prepared with a portion left for the departed soul.

	Tamba
	Wow! There’s so much to the Gullah culture I never knew.

	Sorie
	That is why we return, son. We must never lose our cultural heritage.

	Kadiatu
	Our ancestors have kept it strong since they were brought from Africa, and we must take pride in keeping our own distinct culture.

	Narrator 1
	Gullah culture is indeed distinct despite the influence of modern America.

	Narrator 2
	The Gullah still form a strong, close community in South Carolina and Georgia that takes pride in its African heritage.
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