Paragraph Writing Rubric 
3rd-5th Gullah Lesson

	Category
	4 - Excellent
	3 - Good
	2 - Needs Improvement
	1 - Beginning

	Topic Sentence
	Clear, strong topic sentence that states the main idea
	Clear topic sentence, states main idea
	Topic sentence is unclear or weak
	No topic sentence or off-topic

	Supporting Details
	3 or more strong, relevant details with explanations
	2-3 supporting details that relate to the topic
	1-2 weak or off-topic details
	No clear details or irrelevant details

	Organization
	Well-organized, logical order, clear beginning, middle, end
	Mostly organized, ideas in order
	Some organization but ideas may jump around
	No clear order or structure

	Conventions
	Few or no grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors
	Some grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors
	Several errors that make it harder to read
	Many errors that make meaning unclear

	Conclusion Sentence
	Strong closing sentence that sums up the paragraph
	Clear ending sentence
	Weak or unclear ending sentence
	No ending sentence


✅ Scoring Guide:
· 18–20 points = Excellent
· 14–17 points = Good
· 10–13 points = Needs Improvement
· 9 or below = Beginning

